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Early evolution : The earliest films were simply one static shot that showed an event or 
action with no editing or other cinematic techniques. Typical films showed employees 
leaving a factory gate, people walking in the street, the view from the front of a trolly as it 
traveled a city’s Main Street. According to legend, when a film showed a locomotive at high 
speed approaching the audience, the audience panicked and ran from the theater. Around 
the turn of the 20th century, films started stringing several scenes together to tell a story. 
The filmmakers who first put several shots or scenes discovered that, when one shot follows 
another, that act establishes a relationship between the content in the separate shots in the 
minds of the viewer. It this relationship that makes all film storytelling possible. In a simple 
example, if a person is shown looking out a window, whatever the next shot shows, it will be 
regarded as the view the person was seeing. Each scene was a single stationary shot with 
the action occurring before it. The scenes were later broken up into multiple shots 
photographed from different distances and angles. Other techniques such as camera 
movement were developed as effective ways to tell a story with film. Until sound film 
became commercially practical in the late 1920s, motion pictures were a purely visual art, 
but these innovative silent films had gained a hold on the public imagination. Rather than 
leave audiences with only the noise of the projector as an accompaniment, theater owners 
hired a pianist or organist or, in large urban theaters, a full orchestra to play music that fit 
the mood of the film at any given moment. By the early 1920s, most films came with a 
prepared list of sheet music to be used for this purpose, and complete film scores were 
composed for major productions. 


Distribution Main articles: Film distribution and Film release. Film distribution is the 
process through which a film is made available for viewing by an audience. This is normally 
the task of a professional film distributor, who would determine the marketing strategy of 
the film, the media by which a film is to be exhibited or made available for viewing, and may 


set the release date and other matters. The film may be exhibited directly to the public 
either through a movie theater historically the main way films were distributed or television 
for personal home viewing including on DVD-Video or Blu-ray Disc, video-on-demand, online 
downloading, television programs through broadcast syndication etc.. Other ways of 
distributing a film include rental or personal purchase of the film in a variety of media and 
formats, such as VHS tape or DVD, or Internet downloading or streaming using a computer. 


The International Indian Film Academy Awards, planned to take place on March 27, was 
canceled,7 while the Italian Academys David di Donatello ceremony has been postponed 
from April 3 to May 8.31 The American Film Institutes lifetime achievement ceremony to 
honor Julie Andrews was pushed back from April to the summer.32 The 2020 Platino Awards 
were also postponed.33 
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